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JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
 

SUBJECT:  Proposed Dredging in Back-Channel of Tennessee River at Mile 415.6, 
Jackson County, AL, and at Mile 417.0, Marion County, TN, with In-River Deposit of 
Spoil along Bridgeport Island around Mile 416.0, Jackson County, AL  
 
TO ALL CONCERNED:  The project described below has been submitted for a 
Department of the Army (DA) permit pursuant to Section 10 of the 1899 Rivers and 
Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Before a DA permit can be 
issued, certification must be provided by the state of Alabama, Department of 
Environmental Management (ADEM), pursuant to Section 401(a)(1) of the CWA, that 
applicable water quality standards will not be violated.  By copy of this notice, the 
applicant hereby applies for the required certification. 
 
APPLICANT:   United States Gypsum 

  100 D.J. Nootens Drive 
  Bridgeport, AL 35740 

 
LOCATION:  Dredging in the Back-Channel of the Tennessee River at Miles (TRM) 
415.6 and 417.0, with Spoil Site along Bridgeport Island, TRM 416.0,Guntersville Lake, 
Jackson County, AL, and Marion County, TN.  USGS Map: Bridgeport, AL-TN,  
Lat: 35-00-30; Lon: 85-42-00, and Tennessee River Navigation Chart No. 62. 
 
BACKGROUND:  In fall 1997, the DA and the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
issued permits to United States Gypsum (USG) for construction of a barge terminal, now 
in operation, and dredging in three specific mid-channel areas (TRM 415.3, 415.6, and 
417.0) in order to create a two-mile long, 200-feet wide navigation channel on the back 
channel of Bridgeport Island.  The existing channel was constructed; however, 
completion of the channel was not achieved due to encountering a hard rock river bottom.  
All dredged materials were placed along Bridgeport Island on the left descending bank.  
The DA permit expired on September 3, 2002; the TVA permit is still valid.   
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After dredging depth surveys show areas in the channel with one foot of rock above 
Elevation 583.  According to USG, financial reasons prevented the permittee from 
completing the work until this time.  The Corps has determined that the channel is 
currently in non-compliance with permit conditions and not safe for navigation.  USG is 
currently using the channel "as is", using lighter loaded barges and avoiding the high 
areas that are marked with danger buoys. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:  The proposed action is authorization for  
USG to resume mid-channel dredging of the back-channel at TRM 415.6 and 417.0 (by 
methods described below) in order to obtain a minimum cleared channel bottom at 
Elevation 583, which is ten feet below Guntersville Lake’s low pool, Elevation 593.   
 
According to the plans, up to 50,000 cubic yards of rock material may be removed to 
obtain the cleared 10 feet water depth in the channel (which includes excess rock 
overburden that is generated during the removal activity).  No dredging is required in the 
terminal area (TRM 415.3).  Four methods to break the rock are proposed (mechanically 
with a 20,000 lb. guillotine, a 5000# breaker attachment on backhoe, or a severe duty 
rock ripper on backhoe, or utilizing a pattern drill and blast technique).  The broken rock 
would be removed as they go, placed on a barge, and deposited on the left descending 
bank of Bridgeport Island.  USG proposes to use Scott Bridge Company to perform the 
work.  Test borings are proposed to last one month.  Actual removal may last up to one 
year.  A map and plans of the proposed work are attached to this notice.   
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts including cumulative impacts of the activity on the public interest.  That decision 
will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.   
The benefit, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work, must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be 
relevant to the work will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among 
those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water 
quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of 
property ownership, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  A permit will 
be granted unless the District Engineer determines that it would be contrary to the public 
interest. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be  
considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a 
permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on 
endangered species, historical properties, water quality, general environmental effects, 
and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation 
of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to 
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the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need 
for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.   
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A Supplemental Environmental Assessment will be prepared prior to a final decision 
concerning issuance or denial of the requested permit. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no properties listed in or 
eligible for the National Register are known which would be affected by the proposed 
work.  This review constitutes the full extent of cultural resources investigations unless 
comment to this notice is received documenting that significant sites or properties exist 
which may be affected by this work, or that adequately documents that a potential exists 
for the location of significant sites or properties within the permit area.  Copies of this 
notice are being sent to the office of the state historic preservation officers. 
 
While processing the original permit, the endangered Anthony’s River Snail was found in 
the project area.  The dredging activity proposed at this time would occur within the same 
parameters as previously addressed and permitted, mid-channel (TRM 415.6 and 417.0), 
of which USG has dredged in recent years.  No dredging would occur in the terminal area 
(TRM 415.3).  Further, USG is currently using the channel for barge transport to and 
from the terminal.  Because of these reasons, the Corps determines that additional survey 
in the same areas would not serve a purpose and resuming the dredging activity in the 
areas previously permitted would not adversely affect the Anthony’s River Snail or any 
other federally-listed, threatened, or endangered species or their critical habitats, as 
identified under the Endangered Species Act.  Initiation of formal consultation 
procedures with the AL-USFWS is not planned at this time. 
 
Other federal, state, and/or local approvals may be required for the proposed work. 
TVA’s permit is still valid for the dredging activity.  Issuance or reissuance of the 
original water quality certification by ADEM is required for this deposit of dredged 
material along the shoreline of Bridgeport Island. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for hearings shall 
state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a hearing.  Written statements received in 
this office on or before July 20, 2004, will become a part of the record and will be 
considered in the determination.  Responses to this notice should be directed to the 
Regulatory Branch, Attn: Lisa Morris, at the above address, telephone (615) 369-7504.   
 
It is not necessary to comment separately to ADEM since all comments will be sent to 
them to become part of their record on the proposal.  Questions regarding the 
certification can be addressed to Mitt Walker, PO Box 301463, Montgomery, AL  36130, 
telephone (334) 394-4302.  
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